
Cytopathology- Specimen Navigator  

Note: Appearance of steps may vary depending on type of EPIC module you are using. 
Refer to specific trainings and guidance as appropriate.  

 

- Choose Patient  
- Open Specimens Tab 

 

- Type Source 
o Click appliable source 
o All common sources have been added. Do not choose Misc. unless source is 

uncommon.  
▪ Misc. requires a specific source to be typed in 



 

 

 

 

- Choose Cytology FNA 
- In description, type in more specific descriptors of the source, if applicable 



o This is required for any source listed as miscellaneous 
o This is required for any multipart specimen with the same laterality 
o The Source field and the Description field will combine to become the 

Specimen Source in the final report  
▪ Ensure that this is exactly how it should be in the final report as it will 

not be altered.  
▪ In the Description field, do not repeat what is chosen in the Source 

field as it will become duplicate. (e.g. do not write urine in the 
description field and also click urine as a source. It will transmit as 
Urine urine on the final report. Just click urine as the source) 

 

- Enter the Diagnosis Code  

 

Multiparts 

- Copy Specimen by clicking the highlighted icon on the right side of the order below  

 

 



 

- Ensure that the options chosen are updated for this specific part  
o This is especially important for the Source and Description field  

▪ Unclear or duplicate sources will result in delays  
- Click Accept 

 

- Both orders will appear. Review orders for accuracy. 
- Repeat, as needed. 



 

- Upon completion, click Print Label 

 

- Order Tasks link will appear  
- Click link  



 

- Complete Clinical History/Information, type of procedure and release to patient 
options 

- Click Accept 
 



 

- Review requisition for accuracy. Requisition is not required to be submitted as order 
will transmit.  

- Labels will print (layout depends on printer) 

 



- Reprint labels for each vial of each source. For each specimen vial, affix the label 
with the appropriate patient demographics and source.  

Ancillary studies 

All additional specimens taken at the same time (e.g flow cytometry, microbiology) should 
be ordered separately and routed to the appropriate department. 

- The only exception is for Thyroid specimens taken for reflex to molecular, which 
should be ordered and kept with the Cytology FNA.  

o For Thyroseq, Afirma and Quest Thyroid cancer Mutation panels, follow the 
steps above for multipart cases  

▪ Do not order the separate Thyroseq, Afirma or Quest Thyroid cancer 
mutation panel test as this does not reflex appropriately. 

o  

o  
o In the Description – put any specific descriptors for the source, and then 

write “for [molecular test]. Reflex to [AUS/SUSN or AUS]” (e.g. mid pole for 
Thyroseq. Reflex to AUS/SUSN” ) 

• Note: this is the only exception for the Description field having 
statements other than the source.  

o Obtain vial and requisition as below: 
▪ Thyroseq (CBLPath)- proprietary vial and requisition 
▪ Afirma (Veracyte) - proprietary vial and requisition 
▪ Thyroid cancer mutation panel (Quest)- Cytolyt vial  



o Affix label to vial and complete requisition if applicable. Obtain print out of 
insurance information. 

o Package the requisition (if applicable), insurance information and vial with 
the Cytology case  


